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Regulation 2017/625 
on 

Official Controls



4Key Principles 

Simplification
Harmonisation

Efficiency
Transparency

The risk-based approach is maintained
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Published7 April 

Inter-institutional Steps of the Official Controls Regulation 
(EU) 2017/625COM 

proposal: 
2013

Political 
agreement: 

15 June 
2016

Parliament 
vote in plenary 

Adoption

15 March 
2017

Entry into 
force

29 April 2017

Application 
date: 

14.12.2019 
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14.12.2019

Defining specific rules over the next 2 years before the application 
dates of OCR, Animal Health and 

Plant Health Laws 

Animal 
Health 
Law

2016/
429 

Official 
Controls 

Reg. 
2017/
625

Plant 
health Law

2016/
2031  

drafting 
tertiary legislation 

(delegated & implementing 
acts) 

to implement 
the 3 legislations

April 
2021

14.12.2019 
for most 
of the 

provisions 
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General rules
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Extended Scope

Foodand 
food safety

Feedand 
feedsafety

GMOs
Animal 
health

Animal 
welfare

Animalby-
products

Plant health
Plant 

protection
products

Organic
production
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Risk-based Approach

Operator'spast
record

Owncontrols, 
includingprivate 
qualityschemes

Controls to be performed"regularly, 
on a risk basis and with appropriatefrequency"

Risks associatedwith
animals and goods, 

activities, 
locationΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

likelihoodthat
consumersmight be 

misled



10Obligations of the operators



11Minimum disruption
of business

Official controls shall be carried out in a manner that 
the administrative burden and operational disruption 

for operators are kept to the minimum necessary
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Official controls and export

Reg. 882/2004: "Official controls shall 
be applied, with the same care, to 
ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧϦ 

Reg. 625/2017 (14/12/2019-): ϦΧapply 
ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ όΧύ 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ όΧύ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ 

from the Union"

Official controls carried out regularly, on a risk basis and with appropriate frequency

In case of non-compliance: 
Restrict or prohibit the export of animals and food/goods
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Control framework

"Food and feed exported or re-exported from the Community for placing on the 
market of a third country shall comply with the relevant requirements of food 
law, unless otherwise requested by the authorities of the importing country or 
established by the laws, regulations, standards, codes of practice and other 

legal and administrative procedures as may be in force in the importing 
country." 

(Article 12 of "General Food Law Reg. 178/2002")

Risk based, includingfraud Multi-annualcontrol plans



14Additional features in Reg. 
2017/625

"In the case of exports outside the Union, competent authorities may also be required, 
in accordance with Union legislation, to verify the conformity of animals and goods with 
requirements established by the third country of destination of such animals or goods." 

"In the case of exported animals and goods for which Union rules apply in relation to 
the issuance of the export certificate, the IMSOC* shall enable the competent 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ όΧύ ǘƻ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŘŀǘŀΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΧϦ 

* information management system for official controls
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Official Control Regulation

Main Message

ÅOCRit is not a revolution;

ÅIt could be consideredas an adaptation/alignment to
the bestpracticesthat EUhasin the veterinary field;

ÅIt establishesa better coordination of activities risk
basedfor all.


